
TRAIL DESCRIPTION
The Klickitat Trail is a 31-mile gently graded rail corridor in southern Washington just north of the
Columbia River. Starting in Lyle, Washington off of Hwy. 14, the Trail heads north 16 miles along the
Klickitat River, of which 11 miles is designated Wild and Scenic between Lyle and Pitt. A few miles
past the town of Klickitat, the trail leaves the river and winds its way up through the Swale Canyon
for 12 miles to Harms Rd.

From Lyle to Klickitat the Trail is excellent for hiking, biking, and nature viewing. The U.S. Forest
Service (USFS) has proposed paving portions of the trail near Lyle and Klickitat to make it universally
accessible. The 12 mile stretch of Trail through Swale Canyon is by far the most remote. This
portion of Trail will remain unimproved with numerous trestle crossings - be prepared for a rustic,
bumpy bicycle ride or hike. Please note that the Swale Canyon portion of the Trail can be closed
in the summer when fire danger increases.

The entire Trail is within the right-of-way of an abandoned rail corridor. The property was purchased
from Burlington Northern by the National Rails-to-Trails Conservancy. Washington State Parks then
received title to the property. The USFS has determined that it will manage 13 miles of the Trail from
Lyle to Klickitat. The remaining 18 miles will be cooperatively managed by Washington State Parks
and Klickitat Trail Conservancy (KTC).

WA State Park Rules for the Trail
Following these rules will help take care of the Trail and will build support for it.

▪ Pets allowed on leash only.

▪ No littering, removing, or disturbing plant life or other natural or historic resources.

▪ No camping, hunting or building of fires allowed. No smoking during fire ban.

PLEASE STAY ON THE RAIL BED. That is your only assurance that you are not trespassing. Use of the
Trail gives no one the right to go onto adjacent property. There are portable toilets at Lyle, Pitt and
Wahkiacus Trail access points and seasonal toilets at Harms Rd. Please make other arrangements
at other locations. Watch for poison oak along the edges of the trail as well as ticks and
rattlesnakes. Please pick up any litter that you see. Watch for cattle between Pitt and Fisher Hill
Bridge and west of Harms Rd. Please leave any gates opened or closed, just as you find them.

If there is any incident to report on the Trail, please contact KTC via the website information link,
WA State Parks (509-767-1159), and the Klickitat County Sheriff (509-773-4545). It would help the
KTC monitor the Trail if you would please take a few minutes and write a brief report of your hike,
even if you encountered no problems. Please send it by e-mail to: info@klickitat-trail.org

* Note: You use the Klickitat Trail at your own risk. ALWAYS BRING WATER.

Klickitat Trail Conservancy
P.O. Box 512
Lyle, WA 98635

web: www.klickitat-trail.org
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The following businesses and organizations have generously supported the publication of this map
for distribution to the public. Please view their service information and support them in any way
that you can. - The Klickitat Trail Conservancy Board


